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WEEKEND SERVICES
((In Person and Online)
Saturday 5:00 PM – Holy Eucharist–Rite II
Sunday 8:00 AM – Holy Eucharist–Rite II
Sunday 10:00 AM – Holy Eucharist–Rite II
(Online Only)
Nightly 8:00 PM—Compline

This St. Barnabas Day was twice as anticipated since we missed
having our usual celebration in 2020. There were scholarship
presentations, a new curate to meet, and a baptism, followed by a
BYO picnic this year, and an ice cream truck, which dispensed
desserts as a band played music, children played games, and
everyone had a lot to say to each other, trying to catch up with old
friends and meeting new ones.
Mother Lilo, her husband Francis, and her son Gabriel joined us for
the first time on St. Barnabas Day, where she took part in the
service and afterwards got to know some of the parishioners at the
picnic. They have moved into the Bayport house, and Mother Lilo
will be at the church office as of July 1.

SPECIAL UPCOMING EVENTS
•

Our new Curate,
Mother Lilo and
family

Independence Day—July 4

MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to spread the gospel of
Christ in thought, word, and deed to
our community and the world.

A Baptism

(More photos on page 7)
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This month I’m going to let author Kurt Vonnegut do the talking for this column. Americans
are frequently fixated on winning, and this gives a broader look at why we get involved in
different activities. I am fond of saying that in the choir I am not Gladys Knight; I am a Pip. I
enjoy singing, but I’m not a star, and that’s fine. This is a story for Pips.
When I was 15, I spent a month working on an archeological dig. I was talking to one of the archeologists one
day during our lunch break, and he asked those kinds of “getting to know you” questions you ask young people:
Do you play sports? What’s your favorite subject?” and I told him, no I don’t play any sports; I do theater, I’m in
choir, I play the violin and piano, I used to take art classes.
And he went WOW. That’s amazing! And I said, “Oh, but not any good at ANY of them.”
And he said something then that I will never forget and which absolutely blew my mind because no one had
ever said anything like it to me before: “I don’t think being good at things is the point of doing them. I think
you’ve got all these wonderful experiences with different skills, and that all teaches you things and makes you
an interesting person, no matter how well you do them.”
That honestly changed my life. Because I went from a failure, someone who hadn’t been talented enough at
anything to excel, to someone who did things because I enjoyed them. I had been raised in such an
achievement-oriented environment, so inundated with the myth of *Talent* that I thought it was only worth doing
things if you could ‘Win’ at them.

Kurt Vonnegut grew up to be famous for writing. He couldn’t have known it at the time, but maybe all those
experiences somehow made their way into his books and informed the background of his writing. The Lord
works in mysterious ways! –Rodney Dudley
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September Deadline
Friday, August 20

268 Middle Road,
Sayville, NY 11782
(631) 589-6220

COME TO DONATE
COME TO SHOP
COME TO VOLUNTEER

NOW OPEN!
Wed, Thu, Sat 10AM to 2PM

A Word from the Rector
Father Jeffrey Stevenson
SEND ME! BUT WHERE AM I GOING?
Dear Members of St. Ann’s,
This fall, as part of our effort to explore the future of our life together as St. Ann’s, we will be taking part in
the RenewalWorks process. The RenewalWorks is kind of like a personality test for churches. The
process will help us look at who we are and who we want to be. This research emerges from more than
ten years of research exploring characteristics of more than 1,800 churches, including more than 100
Episcopal congregations and almost 500,000 congregants.
We’ll start with an anonymous, confidential, and
thought-provoking online survey (called the
Spiritual Life Inventory, or SLI), which you will be
invited and encouraged to complete. The more
parishioners who participate, the more accurate
the results. This survey explores the individuals’
spiritual life and the church’s role in supporting it.
When the congregation’s responses are viewed
as a group and benchmarked against data
gathered from more than 1,800 churches for over a decade, the SLI provides a snapshot of the spiritual
“Personality” of the congregation.
Using a guided set of steps that involves self-reflection, sharing, and discussion, a group of parishioners
meet in four workshop sessions that begin and end with prayer. The four workshops ask the questions:
Where have we been? Where are we now? Where do we feel called to go? How do we get there?
Workshop team members consider research-based best practices of other vital congregations and
explore ways those practices might take root in our own congregation. Reflecting on the findings, we will
look at how St Ann’s might grow in a way that makes sense for our church and community. By taking a
hard look at who we were, are, and want to be. Then comparing our answers to the questions & answers
from similar parishes, we can look to the paths forged by other churches to build our own plan for growth
and renewal.
I am personally very excited to discover where we land on the other side of this process. It is my hope
that we will gain some insight about where God might be calling us today. From this insight we can then
build a long-term plan which will help us to guide a thriving St. Ann’s well into the future.
“And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?’ Then I said, ‘Here
am I! Send me.’” (Isaiah 6:8)
Blessings,

Fr. Jeff+
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Vestry Visions
New Ways Forward
Summer couldn’t have come at a better time (even though I say that every year). After nearly a year
and a half of a dark COVID winter, in many ways it feels like the way the beginning of summer felt when
I was a kid. Back then the beginning of summer was a time to shake off the cobwebs of the winter and
to wonder off the the endless possibilities of those two glorious months stretching ahead, except now
it’s for the rest of our lives. As wonderful as this all is, we mustn’t forget that much of the world still
remains mired in the Covid nightmare and to date we have lost over 600,000 of our American brothers
and sisters.

Here and now at St. Ann’s as we are emerging out from the depths of the pandemic, our focus has
shifted from finding new ways to operate in a suddenly changed environment such as employing Zoom
to conduct meetings and YouTube for online services to a more long-range model. This model is one in
which we are reflecting on who we are as a church and how we want to achieve the goals of our
mission moving forward while embracing the fact that some of what we will do in the future will be
different from how we have done it in the past while our core values and mission as Episcopalians will
endure. Case in point: last Sunday’s St. Barnabas Day celebration on the Great Lawn. Our mass
celebrated a new life and joyous possibilities of a baptism. It afforded us the opportunity to renew our
vows to our faith in a state of common witness. What a joy it was to welcome a new family to Saint
Ann’s. Afterwards, instead of a barbecue, we held a picnic replete with a band, games, and an ice
cream truck. What a great time we all had! It just goes to show that adapting to the new realities and
the changes that come about from them are not things to be feared but things that should be embraced.
It was easy to believe that God was smiling down upon us on St. Barnabas Sunday between the
glorious weather, a memorable service, and the great fellowship that ensued from picnic, It’s easier yet
when we reflect upon the fact that Mother Lilo and her beautiful family have come into our lives here at
St. Ann’s. From what we have experienced and seen so far, we couldn’t be luckier and happier.
Following up on NIcole’s column from last month on the Episcopal Ministry over on Fire Island (which is
an extension of our Parish), the Vestry was excited to learn that our parish is planning a special10:30
Service on the Beach at Cherry Grove on one Sunday in August Yet to be determined). This will
provide for a unique opportunity for us to spiritually break bread with our LGBT neighbors in Christ on
the island and to participate in a service surrounded by nature in a stunningly beautiful environment.
More news to come on this.
As me move ahead in the following months we will be taking stock of who we are as a parish and
where we feel that we need to go. A very important piece of that is that each of us will be asked to
consider what our own personal ministry is and how we can serve our church and our community in
that ministry. On the Vestry, we are also very much aware that Christian formation is an important piece
of our overall mission and how we move forward in this area and what it will look like and how we
implement it will be crucial to our future. We have already begun some informal discussion on this and
with the input from Mother Lilo we plan to develop a program that will meet the needs of our young
people and brighten the future for St. Ann’s. In that spirit, each of us needs to take to heart something
that Fr. Jeff said at our St. Barnabas Sunday service. “The church building is a building. We are the
Church”. That means every single one of us, both as individuals and as a body.
It’s safe to say that thinking “outside the box” is here to stay. Outside of that box is a place where the
magic of creativity generates new ideas for genuine growth. It should not be feared but embraced.
(continued)

While such a time will require a good deal of work it is also very much a season of hope and
possibilities. A chance for us to grow as a church in ways that will help us to fulfill our mission
and to enable us to more fully bring the Kingdom of God to each us and to our community. A
good time to reflect on Ecclesiastes. 3:1-8.

Gregory Domoff

for the Vestry

We are getting ready to re-order the giving
envelopes, so we’d like to update our list. We
know that a number of you are giving online or
through your bank’s bill-pay system, and you
may not need envelopes anymore. Please let the
Church Office know.
Also, if you are NOT currently getting giving
envelopes, but would like to, please let the
Church Office know with a call or email.
Phone: 631-589-6522;
Email: office@saint-anns.org.

THE THRIFT SHOP IS

Saint Ann’s Thrift Shop is now open! Days of operation will be

•
•
•

Wednesday -- 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 PM.
Thursday -- 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 PM.
Saturday --10:00 a.m. to 2:00 PM.
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Barnabas Buddies Re-Launch
We are going to get Barnabas Buddies going again and are
looking for volunteers. Every now and then we have a parish
member who is temporarily unable to prepare meals for
themselves and would appreciate a little help. We will be
compiling a list of volunteers we can call upon to bring a meal to
parish members when necessary. Whether you deliver a
sandwich, pick up take-out food or cook a meal, it would be a
great help.
Please note: This is not a huge commitment and sometimes there are months when not
one person needs assistance. You do not have to cook anything or provide all the meals. In
fact, the meals can be Chinese food, pizza, or take-out from a local restaurant. Costco has many
prepared meals that just have to be warmed up. It would be wonderful to have a group of people
we could call upon when one of our parishioners needs some assistance. The more people on
this list, the better. If you’d like to volunteer, please call Nancy Koinoglou (631-567-4322) or
email (nvsk3@yahoo.com).
We are also looking for someone who would like to chair this ministry. Again, it would not be a
huge commitment of time. It just involves referring to the list of volunteers and making a few
phone calls. If you’d be interested, please contact Nancy or Father Jeff. Thank you.

We need friends. Friends guide us, care for us, confront us in love, console
us in times of pain. Although we speak of “making friends,” friends cannot be
made. Friends are free gifts from God. But God gives us the friends we need
when we need them if we fully trust in God’s love.
Friends cannot replace God. They have limitations and weaknesses like we
have. Their love is never faultless, never complete. But in their limitations,
they can be signposts on our journey towards the unlimited and unconditional
love of God. Let’s enjoy the friends whom God has sent on our way.
—Henri Nouwen, Bread for the Journey

*Fourth Wednesday* Lunch & Meditation
Peg Costanzo is continuing her Prayer and Meditation group which meets at her home in Ridge on the
Fourth Wednesday of each month at 12:30 PM. It starts with lunch (bring your own bag lunch) and
some conversation. After lunch there is a Bible reading and a few minutes of meditation, followed by
discussion. Great for relaxing and dealing with stress! The July date is:
JULY 28th
We hope you can join us!
Peg’s Cell Phone Number: 631-921-0587
(Call or text)
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(St. Barnabas Day (continued from p. 1)

The Congregation
We had a beautiful day, and the
congregation gathered on the lawn with
their folding chairs, searching for a bit of
shade.
Our new curate was introduced, a baby
was baptized, student scholars were
honored, the choir sang, and then
everyone stayed on for the picnic. It was
a wonderful uplifting day. Many thanks
to John K. Smith who took all the photos
used in this issue

Scholarship Winners
During the outdoor service on St.
Barnabas Day, ECW scholarships
were presented to our three high
school graduates: Taylor Schmittzeh,
Robert Honey, and Sam Acierno.
Marge Rogers also gave each of them
a handmade quilt so they could carry
a bit of St. Ann’s with them as they go
off to college in the fall—Taylor to
Millersville University of PA; Robert to
the University of Utah in Salt Lake
City; and Sam to UMass in Amherst,
MA.
Father Jeff looks on approvingly!
[Photo: John K Smith]

Bocce

Jenga

Picnic fun
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VIEW FROM BEHIND THE POLE
St. Barnabas Day
Many members of the choir came back to sing for the end of the choir season—mostly June.
We were so glad to do that and to
be with our fellow choir members
once again. Plus, we had some
special times with the outdoor
Easter and St. Barnabas Day
services
Hoping in September that we’ll
have all the choir members back
and maybe have a few new ones
too! You don’t have to be perfect;
we learn along the way and
practice until we get it right!
We trust that everyone will have
a happy and relaxing summer!
Choir will resume in September—the Tuesday after Labor Day.

.[Photos: John K. Smith]
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Some of you have asked, “What happened to Mary Mattarella?” The short
answer is, she moved to Texas. But she still feels connected to St. Ann’s
and is continuing charity work on the streets of rural Texas. This is a
recent letter she sent to all of us. -Editor
Greetings to all my sisters and brothers in Christ, from St. Ann's PB&J Ministry 2.0! And a
‘Howdy” from Abilene, Texas! I miss each and every one of you, and all of you are in my daily prayers!
I have been continuing the St. Ann's PB&J Ministry down here in the Southwest. Even though I am not
physically there at St. Ann's, I am with you in heart and spirit, and folks down here are getting to know
all about my strong and loving Church Family in Sayville. It's been a little tough getting folks interested
in this work that we all did so well at St. Ann's, but I haven't given up, and I think this will be a popular
form of ministry eventually. David, Emily and myself, go out weekly and hand out bags of food and
health items, much like what we did all together at St. Ann's. During the week, we keep our vehicle
(yes, the little green truck lives on) stocked with waters, bagged snacks that can last in this hot
environment, socks, and wash cloths. I have built a new list for outreach help, and have validated all
shelters and resources, just like Rodney, Paddy and I did in NYC. We ran a couple of
lemonade stands to raise money for items and food to hand out, and it was such a fun
success!! We are planning two more next month. Emily and I are making signs to say
"St. Ann's PB&J ministry to those in need". I am gathering our old photos from
Patchogue and NYC mission, hoping to start making presentations in various houses
of worship, just like back home in NY. Governor Abbot here in Texas, has just signed
legislation, making homeless encampment a misdemeanor, with a fine of $500. So,
the pace is being picked up to help these folks who are homeless. The Police in
Abilene. Texas, are actually doing an awesome job, trying to help. They go around with social workers,
trying to get them out of the camps.
Please pray for all of us that are trying to get the homeless off the streets. If anyone would like to help,
I could use soap, wash rags, toothpaste, and pouches of Tuna. Another way to still be involved in our
mission, is to be a prayer warrior--most important!
My granddaughter Emily is doing well and loves to do mission work. Here in Abilene, there are six free
splash pads for the kids during this hot Texas heat, one of our favorite things to do. I overheard Emily
telling another youngster about our mission! I have made the decision to apply to St. John's Episcopal
school for Emily, along with financial aid. I know this will be a better situation for her. We are also
going to do Girl Scouts! David is doing well also, and is a awesome Dad.
Here in Texas, peach season is HUGE! Here is a peach jam recipe i just made, it
came delicious, and was given to me by an awesome 98-year-old lady named
Beverly. She came from a family that was enslaved to a cotton grower. She is so
gracious and kind, and has showed us several historical sites, including where her
family picked cotton.
Here is the simple peach jam recipe, from Miss Beverly: Seven (7) cups of sliced peaches, 1/4 cup
lemon juice, 2 cups of sugar. 1) Peel and slice peaches; 2) place in bowl and sprinkle sugar and lemon
juice onto peaches. DO NOT STIR; just allow to sit at room temp for one hour. 3) Bring mixture to
vigorous boil. Use a potato masher to mash down the peaches. Boil some more, until they cook down
into a gelling state. 4) Use a funnel, spoon hot mixture into clean glass jars. 5) put your jars into a hot
water bath for ten minutes; 6) Let cool in fridge.
Please continue to pray for us. Of course, we choose to concentrate on the positive, but this is a tough
place.
Love you all,

Festive Mary!
The CORRESPONDENT
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IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS REGARDING
THE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES LIST, PLEASE
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE AT 631-589-6522.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
3 Patrick & Karen Cavanagh
Juan Carlos & Lara Espinoza
Donald & Barbara MacKenzie
5 Christopher & Ann Marie Zanchelli

2 Joanna Wolfe
3 Doreen Grenci
4 Joanne Festa
Roland Russell
5 Emily Cole
9 Jonas Stankovich
11 Meredith Espinoza
Taylor Schmittzeh
13 Jillian Waters

6 Dennis & Bo Messina
Adam & Jessica Shelton
15 Shaun & Jessica Brett
19 Richard & Alissa Williams

13 Richard Maddox
14 Rodney Dudley
15 Lisa Montemarano
Jeremy Pandolf
16 Barbara Gaito
17 Eleanor Cheslak-Wilkins
Ronald Mediatore
Donald Russell
18 Robert Immoor

22 Peter & Jenny O’Connell
29 Keith & Heather Johnson
31 Stephen & Jeanne Vander Borgh
Christopher & Kyle Wolfe

18 Shane Leuly
19 Jean Arena
20 David Gandolfo III
Salvatore Senese
22 John Schulz
23 Ella Chalmers
24 Susanne Schultz
27 Rachel Ferzola
Gerhard Pagels

27
28
29
30

Patricia Shiebler
Joyce Hamilton
Carole Sheppard
Patricia Madison
Victoria Speicher
31 Nathan Casaburi
Constance Currie

These names are offered each month as an opportunity to extend to our brothers and sisters the love of Christ on these
special days and to express our thanks for the gift of their presence in our midst. They are also offered as an
opportunity to pray for each one of these individuals and couples on these significant days in their lives.

Alan E. Fricke Memorials Inc.
Prompt Courteous Service Since 1946
Monuments  Mausoleums  Expert Lettering  All
Cemeteries

411 Central Islip Blvd.
Ronkonkoma, NY
737-0051

Granny Road & Route 112
(opp. Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery)
696-0721

We need deliberately to call to mind the joys of our journey.
Perhaps we should try to write down the blessings of one day. We might begin; we could never end; there are not
pens or paper enough in all the world.
—George Buttrick
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Our Church History
❖ The Garden of the Unforgotten
❖
MRS. MARY SCHMIDT / BRUNO SCHMIDT
Section 41—Lot 3

By Connie Currie
Mrs. Mary Schmidt, wife of Bruno Schmidt, was 80 years old when she passed away at her
home at 154 Handsome Avenue, Sayville, on May 15, 1956. She had been born in Elizabeth, NJ
but lived in Brooklyn for many years. While in Brooklyn, she was active in the work of the
Bushwick Hospital Auxiliary.
For 35 years prior to her death, Mary and Bruno lived in Sayville, where she became a
dedicated member of the Sayville Garden Club. In July, the Schmidts would have celebrated
their 59th wedding anniversary.
Mary was survived by her husband Bruno; two daughters—Mrs. Irene S. Fangan and Mrs. Lilian
S. MacQueen—both of Sayville; two sisters—Mrs. Frieda Windecker of Brooklyn and Mrs.
William Ramm of Jamaica; and five grandchildren
Mary Schmidt was buried from her home by the Rev. Mr. Joseph Bond, Rector of St. Ann’s
Episcopal Church. She was laid to rest in the Garden of the Unforgotten.

Bruno Schmidt followed his wife in death, just three months later. Bruno suffered a short
illness, dying in Southside Hospital at the age of 84. Born in Berlin, Germany, he was brought to
this country as an infant. As a young man, only in his teens, he knew what he wanted to do in
life and began the study of textiles, becominga specialist in printing and converting cotton
textiles. He developed a new process for printing textiles, working for many years with S. M.
Schwab, Jr. and Co. Bruno later was affiliated with the Arnold Print Works. He retired from that
firm in 1929.
The Schmidts, along with their two daughters, moved to Sayville around 1916, after having
summered here for many years. They attended Emmanuel Episcopal Church in Great River
where Bruno served on the Vestry. He was also a member of Connetquot Lodge F. & A.M.
His funeral services, like those of his wife, were held from his home on Handsome Avenue, with
the Rev. Mr. Joseph Bond, Rector of St. Ann’s Episcopal Church, officiating. He is interred in St.
Ann’s Garden of the Unforgotten next to his wife.
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Compassionate, Personal Care
forAll
Gibert J. D’Andrea
Richard P. D’Andrea
Philip L. Robinson

Raynor &
D’Andrea
FUNERAL HOMES
www.raynordandreacom
683 Montauk Highway
Bayport
631-472-0122

245 Montauk Highway * West Sayville
631-589-2345

BAYPORT FLOWER HOUSES, INC.
A Family Tradition for over 75 years

LAW OFFICES OF
PATRICIA K. ROMEO
124 Medford Ave. (Rte 112)
Patchogue, NY 11772

Thomas R. Farraher
Michael J. Traum
Barbara Mullaney

940 Montauk Highway, Bayport
(631) 472-0014 or (800) 729-0822

T: 631-447-2606
F: 631-447-2609

Visit us online at www.BayportFlower.com

Owned and Operated by
The Houdek Family since 1965

Largest selection of
Fine Wines and Spirits

Fine Food & Drink
Serving Lunch and Dinner
631-567-6345
98 Main Street, Sayville

California Boutique Wines * Australian
Wines * Single Malt Scotches * Holiday
Gift Sets * Experienced Sales Help *
Custom Shrink Wrap
GIFT BASKETS OF YOUR CHOICE
VISA/MASTER CARD/AMERICAN EXPRESS
844 Montauk Highway, Bayport

631-472-1300

KOINOGLOU ARCHITECTS
George Koinoglou, Architect
Architects & Designers ♦ Residential & Commercial
Renovations ♦ New Structures ♦ Interior Design
Permit Filing ♦ Construction Management
Call for free consultation 631-589-5863

www.georgekoinarchitect.com

+Christian Symbol+

AROUND SAINT ANN’S
Monthly Schedule

See Correspondent pages and Bulletin for
changes/cancellations.
Check out the website at: www.saint-anns.org
Sundays
8:00 AM—Holy Eucharist
9:00 AM---Sunday School – Will resume in September
10:00 AM—Holy Eucharist
7:30 PM—AA Meeting
Mondays
10:00AM—12:00 PM Food Pantry
6:00 PM—Vestry Meeting—July 12
6:00 PM—Mission & Outreach
8:00 PM—AA Meeting

OIL
In the Old Testament, oil symbolized consecration to
God. The temple altar and king’s heads were anointed
with oil to set them apart as holy. In the New Testament,
oil often represented the Holy Spirit. Jesus and his
followers were anointed for their ministries (see Luke
4:18 and Acts 10:38).

Tuesdays
8:00 AM—Men’s Group
6:00 PM—Children’s Choir – Will resume in September
7:00 PM—Adult Choir – Will resume in September
Wednesdays
9:30 AM—12:00 PM Operation Hope
10:00 AM-2:00 PM—Thrift Shop Open
Thursdays
10:00 AM—AA Meeting
10:00 AM-2:00 PM—Thrift Shop Open
8:00 PM—AA Meeting
Fridays
Saturday
10:00 AM-2:00 PM—Thrift Shop Open
5:00 PM – Holy Eucharist
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