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Fall Hours Beginning September 18
WEEKEND SERVICES
Saturday 5:00 PM – Holy Eucharist–Rite II
Sunday 8:00 AM – Holy Eucharist–Rite II
Sunday 10:00 AM – Holy Eucharist–Rite II (in
person & online)

TUES-THURS
8:00 PM—Compline
(Online only)

SPECIAL UPCOMING EVENTS
•
•
•
•
•

Labor Day, September 5, 2022
Patriot Day, September 11, 2022
Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept.
15–Oct. 15, 2022
First day of autumn, September
22, 2022
St. Francis / Blessing of the
Animals, October 9

MISSION STATEMENT
Our mission is to spread the gospel of
Christ in thought, word, and deed to
our community and the world.

Learning
There is divine beauty in learning. … To learn
means to accept the postulate that life did not
begin at my birth. Others have been here
before me, and I walk in their footsteps.
The books I have read were composed by generations of
fathers and sons, mothers and daughters, teachers and
disciples. I am the sum total of their experiences, their quests.
And so are you. —Elie Wiesel
September means Back to School! In August we collected school
supplies for the children of Eastern Farm Workers, so they’ll be off
to a good start with new backpacks, notebooks, pencils, glue, and
all those other good things.
Sunday School is back too! We are
putting together a program which will
engage the whole family! It will be a
program that will include the children in
worship and give some special
attention to their spiritual development.
Contact Fr. Jeff for more information.
The Blessing of the Backpacks: With
the start of a new school year, have
your kids bring their backpacks to
church on Sunday, Sept. 18, and have
them blessed. But this day is not limited to backpacks…bring down
your laptops, briefcases, or anything at all that represents your own
version of “back to school” this fall.
Primer on Love: Is life not full of opportunities for learning love?
Every man and woman every day has a thousand of them. The
world is not a playground; it is a schoolroom. Life is not a holiday,
but an education. And the one eternal lesson for us all is how better
we can love. —Henry Drumm
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Stability-Not
It always seemed that no matter what else was happening in the world, Queen Elizabeth II was always there,
carrying on tradition, no matter what happened, she was a rock of stability. Not everyone follows the royals, but
everyone knew The Queen. Now a momentous thing has happened. We knew the Queen was not immortal, but
she seemed to be. She has been there carrying on with a stiff upper lip since I was a child. And now suddenly,
she is gone, and there is King Charles III. Perhaps the British monarchy will carry on in tradition and stability and
perhaps not. Nothing is certain. And certainly, we have learned to live among multiple chaotic happenings in the
world over this past year.
I won’t blame the passing of the Queen for our past due issue, but you will notice that for this month we will have
a shared Sept/October issue. It seems there has been a perfect storm of illness/vacation/hospitalization and
general chaos among the people who need to get this issue out to the congregation. The beginning of
September is by its nature chaotic, and many extra things are added to the “stew” so to speak, so we are making
the best of it and bringing you a combined issue.
You will find news on Sunday School and the Thrift Shop, the Christmas Fair and many other issues coming up.
The Blessing of the Animals for St. Francis Day is one we all look forward to!
Please pray for peace in our lives and in our world! --Rodney Dudley
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November Deadline
Thursday, Oct. 22nd

268 Middle Road,
Sayville, NY 11782
(631) 589-6220

COME TO DONATE
COME TO SHOP
COME TO VOLUNTEER

Wed, Thu, Sat 10AM to 2PM

A Word from the Rector
Father Jeffrey Stevenson
THE RETURN OF SUNDAY SCHOOL
Dear People of St. Ann’s,

Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. (Matt 19:14)
Teaching our kids about God's love is paramount. That is why, after the struggle of the pandemic, we are
pleased to announce a plan for Sunday School!
On the first Sunday of every month, the 10am service will be the Family Service where we will all worship
together in the main sanctuary. This service will be family friendly and engaging for young and old alike. On the
other Sundays of the month, Sunday School will take place during a portion of the 10 a.m. services. The
service will look something like this:
•
•
•
•
•
•

We will all gather together in the main sanctuary in the Lord’s name and hear the Collect of the day.
After the Collect, the Sunday school children will follow the cross from the nave to the Parish Hall
They will have their own Liturgy of the Word, where they will hear and unpack the same scriptures as
the rest of the parish but at an age-appropriate level.
They will have their own Prayers of the People (their own prayers for friends and family.
The above actions should take 20-25 minutes.
The children will then rejoin the rest of the parish for the Peace and the Eucharist.

This will be a co-op style Sunday school. Parents will be working closely together with clergy. Here is how we
imagine the monthly schedule:
•
•
•
•
•

1st Sunday of the month: Family service in the main sanctuary.
2nd Sunday: Clergy will teach with parent support (one parent/caregiver needed)
3rd Sunday: Parent led activity based on Scripture (two parents/caregivers needed)
4th Sunday: Clergy will teach with parent support (one parent/caregiver needed)
5th Sunday: Clergy will teach with parent support (one parent/caregiver needed)

We are asking at least one adult from every family to participate in Sunday School either as an assistant
or lead teacher when needed (see schedule above). This person can be a parent, grandparent, aunt,
uncle, etc. If the idea of assisting or even leading a Sunday school class feels daunting, be not afraid—we
will be there to support you. Once we have made a final decision on the curriculum, we will know better
the kinds of activities each Sunday will entail. Our guiding principle is to make this an enjoyable and Spiritfilled experience for everyone young and old.
The more families we have participating in Sunday School, the less frequent each family will need to
serve as lead teacher in the Sunday School Classroom. For example, if we have twelve families in
Sunday School, each family would only need to lead a lesson once a year.
Please let us know if you and your child would like to enroll!
Blessings,

Fr. Jeff+
The CORRESPONDENT
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Vestry Visions
SUMMER TURNS TO FALL
Fall is now around the corner. A lot has happened around St. Ann's during the summer. We are in a
drought but that has been lucky for us in some ways, the rectory had to have a new roof and the flat roof at
Littlejohn had to be fixed and reroofed. We are still waiting for the specific shingles needed for the church
roof. On the negative side of being in a drought the lawns around the church and in the cemetery are all
dried up and brown; but they will come back with a little rain.
The various air conditioners around the complex have had Fr. Jeff in a tizzy. The church air conditioner
had to be replaced, the ones in Burgess and Littlejohn had to get repaired, and the rectory had to have air
conditioners installed.
The Taste and See program on spiritual formation has been quite successful and is quite interesting. If
you haven't gone to one, give it a try either in person at Littlejohn or by Zoom. It is a program that you can
just jump into at any meeting, as every week there is a different topic. The point is to explore different
ways of praying and different types of prayer, and to get a fresh perspective of Jesus' parables. Meeting
time is 7:00PM at either Littlejohn or on Zoom. The newly formed Healing Prayer Group meets every other
Wednesday at 7:00 PM. On the alternate Wednesdays there is a contemporary Spiritual Poetry
discussion. Both of these can be attended in person at Littlejohn or on Zoom.
Our Warden Nancy Koinoglou has been very busy organizing the Christmas fair which will be held this
year on December 3rd. She could really use help in all phases! Please consider donations for the raffle;
setting up and taking down displays; or baking for the Country Kitchen. If you are a crafter, she can use
your talents for the Craft Exhibit. If you are new to St. Ann's, this is a great way to meet some of your
church family.
The more people we have helping out, the more successful our fair will be. Call the church office at 631589-6522 or Nancy at 631-567-4322.
Respectfully submitted,

Carol Ann St. Lawrence
For the Vestry
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Wardens:

2023 John O’Neill

2024 Nancy Koinoglou

Vestry:

2023 Donald Hester
Patricia Osarchuk

Diane Miller-Magnani

2024 Wendy Schmittzeh
John Smith

Carol Ann St. Lawrence
Rich Acierno

2025 Greg Domoff

Jeanne Monasterolo

WELCOME BACK!
It’s time to get together again! After a long hiatus, we are pleased to
announce the next SENIOR LUNCH!
Join us on Tuesday, September 20th at noon in the Parish Hall.
Please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Parish Hall or call
Karen McGorty at 631-589-3017 by Sunday, September 11th.
Feel free to leave your name and phone number and the
number in your party on Karen’s answering machine. It
will be so nice to see you all again!* --Linda Munk
*PS – Donations to the Food Pantry are
most welcome!

New Advertiser
Christine Kelly-Smimmo is one of our newer parishioners (she and her
husband Mark arrived during the pandemic). Both are Queens natives, but
Christine previously lived in Arizona. Now married 4 years, they share a
home in nearby Ronkonkoma.
Christine is now working as a Real Estate Salesperson with Douglas
Elliman in Sayville and would love to help with your real estate needs. Are
you downsizing? Selling and leaving the area? Wanting a bigger home in
a kid-friendly area? Or just have questions?
Here is her business card, so you can call, email or visit. The email
address is: Christine Kelly-smimmo@elliman.com. (In case you can’t read
it on the card).

Save the Date: Sunday, Oct. 9
Our annual Blessing of the Animals will take place on Sunday, Oct. 9, at
1:00 PM in front of the church.
Saint Francis of Assisi is associated with the patronage of animals and it
has become customary for Catholic and Anglican/Episcopal churches to
carry out animal blessing ceremonies on or near his feast day of October
4th. Many other religions have animal blessing ceremonies as well, as
people around the world feel a strong kinship with their animals, whether
a pet or a working animal.
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SUGGESTIONS:
BASKETS: We need donations for our raffle. We will not be asking our local businesses for donations as we
have done in past years. Instead, we are asking our parish family to pitch in. Please donate an item or items.
Talk to family and friends for donations and ask companies you work with or use services from. Purchasing gift
cards from restaurants, tickets to sporting events, electronics, etc. also make great raffle prizes. Think about
asking a friend to donate with you. The more donations, the better our raffle.
COUNTRY KITCHEN: We also need people to donate to our Country Kitchen table for the fair. If you are
someone who enjoys baking, making jam/jelly, candy making, etc., please consider donating your homemade
items to be sold at the fair.
CRAFTS: Are you someone that likes to craft? Please think about donating item(s) to our fair this year. Please
give me a call and let me know what you will be donating so we can be sure to arrange space to display what
you’re donating.
VOLUNTEER: Are you new to St. Ann’s? Helping out with the Christmas Fair is a great way to jump in and get
involved with a joyful ministry. There are many areas that we need help with. If you are interested in
volunteering, please call me and let me know.
The more people we have involved and helping out, the more successful our fair will be. The fair is a wonderful
time to celebrate the Christmas season, spend time with friends and get to meet new parish members. As in
the past, we will be offering lunch items for sale.
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The Curate’s Column
Mother Lilo Carr Rivera

St. Ann’s Thrift Shop: It’s more than just clothes…
For 56 years, the St. Ann’s Thrift Shop has been an essential outreach into the community for St. Ann’s
Episcopal Church.
To families who have lost everything in house fires…
To women and children who are escaping domestic violence…
To people struggling to make ends meet after an unexpected illness or job loss…
These situations, and more, bring people to The Thrift Shop for affordably-priced clothing and household
items. Founded in 1966 by the National Episcopal Church Women (ECW), The Thrift Shop provides not
only physical goods to its customers, but its volunteers often provide a friendly smile and kind words of
encouragement and support to the people who come to shop.
“Many of us are ‘people’ people,” says one volunteer. “We like to get to know people…but not be too
intrusive.” While straightening up clothing on the racks or organizing glassware, some volunteers often
strike up conversations with customers. “You learn things about what people are going through and give
them some encouragement.”
One Thrift Shop volunteer recalled a woman who appeared one day at the Thrift Shop. Due to an
unpredicted family event, she was without a home and distraught. She needed a suit for an upcoming job
interview, but had no clothing. While a few thrift shop volunteers gathered around her with encouraging
words and embraces, others searched the racks for appropriate business attire. The woman returned a
week later, tremendously grateful, to report that she had gotten the job.
The social and emotional support is not only for the customers. Volunteers extol the warm, supportive
environment for the volunteers themselves. “It’s a family environment,” reported one volunteer. Many of the
thrift store volunteers live alone and the Thrift Shop provides essential opportunities for social interaction
and community.
St. Ann’s Thrift Shop is widely known to offer quality garments at a reasonable price (shirts will run you
under $5 and pants under $3.50), drawing customers from towns in every direction. However, clothing can
also be had free of cost by those in need. Vouchers for free clothing and home goods can be provided by
St. Ann’s Episcopal Church to those in need. Many local parishes also send their parishioners in crisis to
the St. Ann’s Thrift Shop, voucher in hand. Through the years, some parishioners of St. Ann’s Episcopal
Church have anonymously donated items not for sale but to be provided for free to those in need. One such
donation was twelve brand-new child-size winter coats which were distributed to families going through hard
times.
Sometime in the 1980’s, when St. Ann’s Episcopal Church was under the rectorship of Rev. Robert
Schwartz, the ECW stopped running the Thrift Shop and it began running on entirely volunteer staff, as it
does today. The Thrift Shop used to be located in the basement of Littlejohn (as you leave the church, the
gray building to the right across Middle Road). Now, it has a spacious location on the bottom floor of
Burgess (as you leave the church, the gray building to the left across Middle Road). Volunteers credit the
leadership of current volunteer Thrift Shop Director, Nanci Guerra, for creating a high-level shopping
experience that is clean, organized and with quality items. All proceeds from the Thrift Shop directly support
operations at St. Ann’s Episcopal Church.

•
•
•

Join the family! The Thrift Shop is currently in need of donations and volunteers.
It’s a great opportunity for teens to fulfill community service requirements.
Thrift Shop hours: Wednesday, Thursday, and Saturday -- 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 PM.
The CORRESPONDENT
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VIEW FROM BEHIND THE POLE
KATHY SENESE
September is Coming Home to Choir Month! We would be excited to be making a joyful
noise unto the Lord once again, but now everything is up in the air.
An accident has put Kathy Senese in the hospital. All of us in the choir are missing her and
wishing her all the best and hope for speedy healing. Stay tuned for further updates.

Tidying Up?

Downsizing? Minimizing?

Before you give the heave ho, remember the Thrift Shop
is always accepting donations!! We accept clothing,
toys, linens, housewares and much more!!
We have a donation bin around the back of the shop
and for large donations we are open on Wednesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays from 10-2.
Any questions about what we can accept please call
us @ 631-589-6220
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IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS REGARDING THE BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES LIST, PLEASE CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE AT

6 Trevor & Paddy Price Hennessey
14 William & Stephanie Streek
15 Francis Jr. & Irene Bodkin

3
4
5
7
8

Frank & Deanne Madigan
Hewlett & Kathleen Krakaur
Rick Magnani & Diane Miller-Magnani
John & Christie Strecker
David & Nicole Rey

2 Leo Chung
Lucas Chung
Gavin Lico
Samara Madigan
4 Gia Patrovich
7 Trevor Hennessey
Erin Hynes
8 Lauren Rascona
10 Ellen Garofolo
11 Eileen Fitzpatrick

1 Darroll Meyer
John Strecker
Butzy Van Wyen
2 David Rey
4 Mary Ann Costanza
Salvatore Grenci
Christian Hagenlocher
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631-589-6522.

17 Darroll & Judith Meyer
21 Philip & Elise Alloy
Scott & Nancy Leuly

21 David & Whitney O’Donnell
27 Don & Cathy Baker

12 John & Theresa Smith
19 Henry Lemanis & Joanne Festa
20 Sally Stoll-DePompeo &
Philip DePompeo

22 James & Patricia Romeo
25 Luis & Kathleen Vazquez
29 Charlotte Hlavac-Maass &
Michael Maass

11 Gary Schaum
Andrew Schultz
12 Philip Alloy
14 Thomas Clarke Jr.
Kevin Mattimore
14 Layla Rey
17 Charles Romano
Adam Shelton
18 Sam Acierno
19 Charlotte Acierno
20 Elise Alloy

21
24
25
27

6 Alia Richards
Grace Torgersen
7 Charles O’Connell
8 Shawn Brett
9 Karen McGorty
12 Michael Patrovich
19 Kenneth Smyrk
22 Avery Casteneda

23
24
25
26
26
27
29

Cheryl Waters
Aline Koinoglou
Bob Flanagan
Nicholas Arena Jr.
Sloan Rivas
29 Lily Dadabo
Joseph Ferzola
30 Donald Hester
31 Scott MacDonell
Reina Vasquez

Peter O’Connell
Abigail Streek
Julia Magnani
Jeffrey McLeer
Laura Sanchez
Fiona Rivas
Patrick O’Donnell

MEMES of WISDOM for Sept ember

“God is a busy
worker, but God
loves help!”
--Basque Proverb
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+Christian Symbol+

AROUND SAINT ANN’S
Summer Monthly Schedule

Check out the website at: www.saint-anns.org
Sundays
9:00 AM—Holy Eucharist
7:30 PM—AA Meeting
Mondays
10:00AM—12:00 PM Food Pantry
6:00 PM—Vestry Meeting—Sept 12, Oct 10
8:00 PM—AA Meeting

POMEGRANATE
Because the pomegranate has an abundance of seeds,
the fruit is used to represent hope and future life. It also
symbolizes the many believers who are individual
members of the universal Christian church.

Tuesdays
8:00 AM—Men’s Group
8:00 PM—Compline (online)
Wednesdays
10:00 AM-2:00 PM—Thrift Shop Open
Thursdays
10:00 AM—AA Meeting
10:00 AM-2:00 PM—Thrift Shop Open
8:00 PM—AA Meeting
8:00 PM—Compline (online)
Saturday
10:00 AM-2:00 PM—Thrift Shop Open
5:00 PM—Holy Eucharist
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